
St Marks PCC discussed ‘Mission Communities’ last Monday 12
th

 May and these were our 

thoughts:- 

Our view is that mission communities should be flexible rather than rigidly defined. Whilst this 

might be impractical in some deaneries because of geographic considerations, that would not be 

the case here in Barrow. To that end, mission communities could be formed around 

‘commonality’ rather than geography. By that we mean, where churches share a particular 

passion or leading there would be a natural synergy. That way each church would collaborate 

with different clusters of churches at different times.  

The whole of Barrow could be designated a mission community, with ‘sub-communities’ 

forming and reforming as the need and opportunity presents itself. 

The most obvious way to identify commonality would be to use the ‘Mission Action Plans’ that 

each church in the deanery has. All of the MAPs could be made available to all of the churches. 

We would then be able to identify where the ‘joined up’ bits are and form fluid ‘sub-

communities’. It would also serve as a ‘window of opportunity’ inasmuch as a church might 

decide that something looked like a good idea and that they wanted to join in with that particular 

project. 

St Marks PCC believe that a ‘fluid’ and ‘dynamic’ approach to Mission Communities in Barrow 

would be a strong way forward, enabling and fostering changing responses in a changing society. 

Fluid mission communities would have less inertia and a greater chance of success. Managing 

such a community would be simpler too. There could be an overall leader of the mission 

community and team leaders of sub-communities. 

Our suggestion is that all of the MAPs are made available to all deanery synod reps as soon as 

possible to enable them to prayerfully consider them before the discussion at synod. Apart from 

co-ordination, (which would be minimal), there should be a ‘nil’ overhead in making this happen 

as it’s likely that all of the MAPs have been prepared on a computer and are probably just a 

‘click’ away. 

I hope these thoughts are of some use to you. 

 


